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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. " 

■ !ftri^"/m MONTH^^^f^ available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
alter SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication » >- . r 

■ !J NO nlr^^^lr rtnr^f''^''"'^ ^i'T '?f '"^""'"^ ' ^^P'^^i'^in the Statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (B) MONTHS frorn ih.. maliinn nlff „f •hiTt '^ 

- Failure to reply witt^n the s^or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the appliSo teil^lNoS^IE^ communication. 

Status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on 



2a)0 This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayte, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-27 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |gl Claim(s) 7-3.5--/ 126. 27 is/are rej^ntflri 

7) 13 Claim(s) 4, 12-25.27 is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Exarpiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomi PT0.152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9 

12) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)|3 None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Objections To Drawing 

The drawing is objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a) for failing to show all signi- 
ficant features recited in the claims. Claim 4 describes a combustor seal as engaging 
both an inner and outer combustor wall. The only embodiment presently shown, how- 
ever , comprises a seal engaging an inner wall but not an outer wall, (see Fig. 3 and 
note that seal flange 60 contacts inner wall 28 but not outer wall 30). For a complete 
response to this action, applicants are required to submit a new or amended drawing 
figure showing a seal engaging both inner and outer combustor walls in the manner 
claimed. 

Objections To Claims 

Claims 13-22 and 27 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(a) for the following 
reasons: 

These claims all contain expressions that lack antecedent basis due to improper 
claim dependency. 

Claim 13 refers to "the cooling means" introduced in claim 12, but claim 13 
depends from claim 1 1 . Claim 1 3 should therefore be made dependent on claim 12. 
Claims 16-19 all refer to "the cooling channels" introduced in claim 13, but all of 
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claims 16-19 depend from claim 12. Each of claims 16-19 should therefore be made 
dependent on claim 13. 

Claim 27 refers to "a combustor arrangement as in claim 21", but the combustor 
arrangement is introduced in claim 26. Claim 27 should therefore be made dependent 
on claim 26. 

Claims 14, 15 and 20-22 also contain objectionable subject matter because each 
of these claims depends from one of claims 13 or 19 objected to for reasons discussed 
above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC 112 

Claims 7-9 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 USC 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicants regard as the Invention. 

In claims 7-9, some intended language appears to have been omitted from the , 
passage "wherein holding means to hold the article" (claim 7, lines 1-2). Claims 7-9 are 
thus rendered indefinite. Note also that reference to "the outer combustor walls" (claim 
7, lines 2-3) conflicts with its antecedent since parent claim 1 recites only a single outer 
wall. 

Claim 1 1 recites "the wall member comprises a main portion and a spacer". The 
antecedent basis for the designated language is the plurality of "wall members" recited 
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in claim 10. It is not clear whether the requirement for a main portion and a spacer in 
claim 1 1 is intended to apply to only a single wall member or to all of the wall members 
present. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC 102 

Claims 1-3, 5-8, 10, 26 and 27 are rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Irwin. 

The claimed combustor seal arrangement reads on prior art combustor seal 
structure of the type disclosed by Inwin. Attention is called to Irwin's Figures 1-4; note 
that the claimed inner wall, outer wall, and seal correspond respectively to wall 4, wall 
27, and gasket 46. Note also that the walls and gasket all have aligned apertures to 
accommodate an article in the form of an igniter plug. With regard to claims 5 and 6, it 
is pointed out that the sealing potion of gasket 46 comprising a radially outward extend- 
ing portion engaging wall 4. With respect to claims 7 and 8, it is also pointed out that 
elements 40, 42, etc. constitute article holding means in outer wall 27. With regard to 
claim 10, it is additionally pointed out that the InA/in's inner wall could alternatively be 
construed as comprising elements 4 and 24, in which case, it would comprise a plurality 
of wall members as broadly described in the claim. 

Claims 1-3, 5 and 6 are also rejected under 35 USC 102(e) as being anticipated 
by White. 
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White discloses a further example of a double-walled combustor with a sealed 
opening for an igniter. In this case, the claimed inner and outer walls correspond to 
walls 18 and 26 shown in Figure 1, and the claim seal corresponds to the structure 
shown in exploded form in Figure 2. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 4 and 12-25 contain allowable subject matter but are objected to as 
depending from rejected parent claims. Claims 13-22 are further objected to under 37 
CFR 1 .75 for reasons pointed out above. If claims 4 and 12-25 are rewritten in 
independent and amended to overcome all other objections, these claims will be 
allowed. 
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